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New York Openings This Week 


Come of Age-City Center, 1/23/52. NYC Theatre Company's third limited run produc- 
tion stars Judith Anderson in Guthrie McClintic's revival of the 1934 play in music 
and words by Clemence Dane and Richard Addinsell. Muriel Rahn heads supporting cast, 
staged by McClintic. 


Digests of Current Reviews - more inside 


The Shrike-Cort, 1/15/52. Triple threat Jose Ferrer, as producer, director and 
star, presented season with first worth while new play by a new author, all daily cri- 
tics, but one, raved. Joseph Kramm's melodrama tensely acted by Ferrer, Judith Evelyn 
end a fine supporting cast promises to scare audiences, they agreed. Hawkins, World 
Telegram & Sun, was sole dissenter. Unlike his colleagues who thought script's inten- 
tion were crystal clear, WT&S reviewer thought many of points in play were cloudy. 
Kerr, Herald Tribune, and Watts, Post, both noted that play lacked action and remained 
terrifying only because of Ferrer's brilliance. Many called it Ferrer's top achieve- 
ment to date. McClain, Journal American, is surprised that posse doesn't arise from 
the audience to free Ferrer from his terrible torture. Watts and McClain felt ending 
was dramatically unsatisfying, but Ferrer's acting saved it. Howard Bay's set also 
shared plaudits. 


Fancy Meeting You Again-Royale, 1/14/52-1/19/52. Mild panning forced Chandler 
Cowles and Ben Segal to fold their production of the George Kaufman's new comedy. 
Sole critic to enjoy the evening was Dash, Women's Wear, who billed it as a fanciful, 
difficult and imaginative comedy which should fill a public among “theatre esthetes." 
Coleman, Mirror, Hawkins, WIr&S, and McClain, Journal American, filed "con" reviews, 
but all regretted that comedy on reincarnation had not been better. Chapman, News, 
and others praised first line of play as brilliant and titillating, but rest seemed 
amateurish coming from Kaufman. Co-writer and star Leueen McGrath won pleasant no- 
tices. She and rest of cast were complimented for doing as well as can be expected 
under circumstancese Atkinson, Times, considered idea of plot amusing if someone had 
written play, this was merely an outline. Kerr, Herald Tribune, suggests that Kauf- 
man is devoting all his irreverance to his TV show. 


Anna Christie-Lyceum, 1/9/52. NYC Theatre Company production of O'Neill revival 
met favor of four weekly reviewers, condemnation of one. Time man panned script and 
production for emphasizing the play's age and the playwrights streaks of adolescence. 
Variety, Billboard, Cue and New Leader praised all elements of play staged by Michael 
Gordon, but split on merits of star Celeste Holm. Hobe, Variety, and Gabriel, Cue, 
praised her for doing a fine, thought lightweight job. Others joined daily colleagues 
in panning her for being miscast. 


Out of Town Reviews 


Musical version of Victor Wolfson's Excursion, entitled A Month of Sundays, seemed 
boring to Boston trade reviewers, Elie, Variety, and Taylor, Billboarde Cast headed 
by Nancy Walker does fine, but both suggested more life must be instilled before Jan. 
31 opening at Martin Beck...Herman Shumlin's third try this season, Gertic, a comedy 
drama by Enid Bagnold, will stand on merits of British star Glvais Johns rather than 
typical English comedy script, forecast trade paper New Haver. oracles. Due at the 
Plymouth January 30th. 
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1. NY Times 12. Chre Science Monitor 23. WCBS Leonard 

2e NY Herald Tribune 13. Journal of Commerce 24. Commonweal 

S- NY News 14. Morning Telegraph-WFDR 25. Cue 

4. WY Mirror 15. Ward Morehouse 26. Nation 

5. NY Compass 16. George Jean Nathan 27 New Leader-WEVD 
6. NY Post 17. Wall Street Journal 28 New Republic 

7. NY Journal American 18. Women's Wear 29 Newsweek 

8. NY World Tele-Sun 19. Billboard 30. New Yorker 

9. Brooklyn Eagle 20. Variety 31. Park East 

10. LI Press 21. Critical Digest 32- Saturday Review 
ll. Newark News 22. Theatre Arts 33. Time 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hitse "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. Unless otherwise noted critics voted "pro." 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-9/25/50 Con: 1-6-9-11-12~-15-16-1 7-18-22-23-24-25-28-29-32. 
None: 14-21-26. So-So: 31. 
ANNA CHRISTIE-1/9/52 Con: 2-5. So=So: 6-8-9. 
None: 11 thru 17-19 thru 33. : 
BAGELS AND YOX-8/12/51 Con: 1=2-3-4-5-6-7-9-10-15~16-19-20-21-24-25-27-28. 
None: 
CALL ME MADAM-10/12/50 Con: 19=22-26-28. So-So: 3- 
None: 10-14-21-23. 
THE CONSTANT WIFE-12/8/51 Con: 3-25-30. Con: 11-13-14-15-17-18-19-21-22-26-28-31 
THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 Con: 2=6-15-16-24-27-30-33. 326 
None: 14=18-22-26-28-29-32. 
GIGI-11/24/51 Con: 
None: 14-22-23-31. 
GUYS AND DOLLS-11/24/50 Con: 26. None: 10-21. 
I aM A Con: 3-5-7-12-27-28. None: 10=-13-14-18-21-22-26-31. 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 Con: 26. None: 10-21-2224. 
THE MOON IS BLUE-3/8/51 Con: 16-22. None: 10-21-26-32. 
PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 Con: 2-6-7-15-20-23-24. None: 14-18-22-27-28-31-32. 
PAL JOEY-1/3/52 Con: ? None: 12 thru 17-19 thru 33. 
POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 Con: 8-27-33. None: 7-11-13 thru 17-21-22-23-24-26-28 
-31-32-33, 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN-10/3/51 Con: 1-7-16-18-21-24-26-28-30-33. None: 12-13-17-22. 
SAINT JOAN-10/4/51 Con: 2-4-6-15-23-24-32-33. 
None: 12-13-14-15-17-22-25. 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 Con: 33. So-So: 25+ None: 5-9-10-11-21-24-26-27-28. 
STALAG 17-5/8/51 Con: 4=25-26=27-30. None: 10-21-22. So-So: 3. 
TOP BANANA-11/1/51 Con: 67-27. None: 12-16+22-26-28-31-32. 
TWO ON THE AISLE-7/19/51 Con: 2=3-266 None: 10-12-22-27-28-32. 


Shows that closed include Kiss Me Kate, Lo and Behold...Anna Christie, second 
NYC Theatre Company production, sponsored by Harold Bromley at Lyceum...George Jean 
Nathan to be honored by fellow critics on his birthday February 16...Saturday Review 
named Henry Hewes to assist John Mason Brown cover NY theatre scene.,.Press agents 
and managers won wage increase.e..Fancy Meeting You Again has over 100 backers... 
Council of Living Theatre using suburban railroad posters to promote "living theatre." 


, 
' A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' : 
' Theatre News Round Up ' 


FIRST STEP...7:00 PM Monday night curtain experiment of South Pacific delights Herald 
Tribune editorial page. If this new thought in theatre economics is a success, 
maybe some more advance steps will be taken for the benefit of the customer... 
Morehouse, WT&S, instigator of the Rodgers and Hammerstein early curtain plan, 
discovered from a survey of leading producers that if plan goes over, other 
shows will follow. Sardi's and Algonquin are already planning early theatre din- 
ner schedules. 


HALL OF FAME...Actors Equity and/or theatre fans should set up a theatre hall of fame 
honoring actors, playwrights and others who marked milestones in American drama 
history, Burr, Playbill, suggested. The proposed site for such an institution 
is Lancaster, Pa, birthplace of America's first professional actor, John Durang, 
born in 1768. Before Durang, English actors monopolized the stage. 


COLIMN TIPS...Flight Into Egypt may hav® two unknowns as leads, says Winchell...Post 
Office checking on of, tickets stolen from mailboxes, hears Walkere.. 
Some one should write a show fof Eddie Foy, Jr, suggests Cannon, Post. 


THEATRE TRENDS..+Revival wave viewed from different angles by critics and columnists. 
Coleman, Mirror, sees it as a boon to playgoer and producer, while Ruark, WT&S, 
views it with alarm. Latter blames it on fact that Americans have been scuttling 
here and there for the*past 20 years and haven't had time to develop their own 
stuff. 


PUN'S FUN...Current capsule criticisms from Phillips, WT&S, includes: Pal Joey-Top 
O'Harae.-I Am A Camera-The Lens Is Blue...Top Banana=Call Me Minsky.. Group 
filed by Sobol, Journal American, includes: The Constant Wife-Maugham's the Word 
Point of No Return-Having a Fondaful Time...Guys and Dolls-The Blaine Stem. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..-Young writers can be encouraged by seeing O'Neill's Anna Christie, 
comments WNBC Leon Pearson, for it shows them that the master didn't start out 
writing great playse..Unless General Eisenhower has tossed off a few plays, Shaw 
is season's top playwright, nominates Morehouse, WIéS. 


Pal Joey-Broadhurst, 1/3/52. So far it's still unanimous. Weekly critics joined 
bandwagon for Styne, Key end Farrell revival of Rodgers and Hart 1940 musical, with 
book by John O'Harae Francis, Billboard, and Gibbs, New Yorker, commented that book 
seems less shocking than it did originally. Cast headed by Vivienne Segal in her ori- 
ginal role was applauded. Weekly reviewers all liked Harold Lang, though all noted 
he didn't exactly look the rolee Variety recalls that 1940 production, in spite of 
its year run, was a commercial flope Most objected to word "revival" for they found 
it a fresh, lively, new show. 


Single admissions to ANTA subscription series sold at box offices...Roger Rico 
ousted from South Pacific lead by Rodgers and Hammerstein, who placed blame on French- 
men's enunciation...George Britton named to replace him...Chapman, News, guested on 
NBC TV's new early bird "Today"...Actors Fund collected $73,000 so far in recent city 
collection week. 


a ' Green Room Department ' 
' Digests of Current Reviews ' 
' News & Notes ' 


Drama critics would be wise to brush "1p on their opera and music, Tyrone Guthrie 
suggested at January meeting of "Drama Desk," NY theatre reporters and editors group. 
The Old Vic administrator, here to stage a new lively version of Carmen at the Metro- 
politan Opera House, predicted that in 50 years the musical and lyric theatre will 
dominate. The British director and producer is a predictor to reckon with, for in 
1936 he told an interviewer that TV will have tremendous effects on theatre, films and 
radioe The end result of TV on the theatre, he noted then, would be to make the 
theatre the plaything of the rich. 


Limitations imposed by huge theatre and scant rehearsal time for the new Carmen, 
which will star Rise Stevens, aren't worrying Guthrie. Because of this, his work 
has to be prefabricated, the subtle touches employed by theatre directors must give 
way to a sort of poster painting arte But this does not affect the production be- 
cause Guthrie sees opera, and theatre too, as an emotional art, rather an an intellec- 
tual art. Though he is lucky in having cast members who can act, the Old Vic head 
stated that a great many opera singers not only don't act, but don't have the slight- 
est idea what the story is aboute But the increased operatic know-how of the public, 
thanks to films, radio and TV, have made the opera end particularly the Met under 
Rudolph Bing's direction concentrate as much on the acting and sta,ing as on tne musi- 
cal elements. 


Actually, the new production of Bizet's Carmen, which will be given 25 times this 
season, will be an attempt to pull the pants and frills off the legendary productions 
of the opera, he explainede As he sees the plot, Carmen becomes the story of how a 
bad gal ruined a boy with a mother complexe The production, Guthrie explained, will 
turn a respectable house into something not far removed from a bordello. The first 
performance is on January 3lst. 


On previous visits Guthrie in 1936 staged Call it a Day and Sweet Alger on Broad- 
waye In 1946, he produced He Who Gets Slapped for the Theatre Guild, and in 1948, he 
staged the Habimah's Oedipus. First attracted to the theatre as an actor, he discov- 
ered that his height was against hime After a series of backstage jobs he decided 
that producing was the right spot for him in the theatre. As current administrator of 
Old Vic he has the problems of reorganization facing him on his return to England. 


Desire Under the Elms-ANTA Playhouse, 1/16/52. Superb, moving production of 
O'Neill's finest play, 1s how the daily critics, with one exception, billed ANTA's 
first subscription play of the season. Harold Clurman's staging, Mordecai Gorelik's 
sets, plus top drawer performances by cast headed by Karl Malden, Carol Stone and 
Douglas Watson, shared applause. Atkinson, Times, believes it may turn out to be the 
greatest American playe Kerr, Herald Tribune, single complaint was that director was 
too determined none of O'Neill was to be missed. Robert Whitehead, as ANTA's produc- 
er, was congratulated for starting his term with such a fine productione Dash, Wo- 
men's Wear, hopes a wise Broadway producer will extend the limited rum. None thought 
script was dated, thought several found New England dialect quaint. Several were 
pleasantly surprised at fine job turned in by Carol Stonee Coleman, Mirror, recom- 
mended production for drama students, but stood by his original 1924 verdict that 
play makes a great to-do over unimportant, unsympathetic characters. 


' Drama Desk Meets Tyrone Guthrie ' , . 
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